
 
 
 
 
                   
 

 
 
Open Letter to Governor Sutiyoso, Jakarta, Indonesia 
 
Cairo-Geneva, 29 December 2003 
 
Dear Governor Sutiyoso: 
 
The Coordination Office of the Habitat International Coalition’s Housing and Land Rights 
Network (HIC-HLRN) and the International Secretariat of the World Organisation against 
Torture (OMCT) would like to express their deep concern about the multiple eviction 
operations that your local government has been carrying out, and plans still to pursue, under 
pretexts of “urban overcapacity,” “security,” “development” and “beautification.” This 
reasoning already has resulted in depriving 15,000 Jakarta inhabitants of their well-being and 
rendered them homeless. Your government has used undue violence against these 
impoverished inhabitants and proposed no alternative plan. Almost none of the evicted 
people has received any compensation.  
 
While the evictions slowed during Ramadhan, after numerous operations in the previous four 
months, Jakarta authorities violently resumed them since the `Id—26 November. On 18 
December 2003, the mayor of Jakarta instructed 300 municipal security officers to demolish 
15 houses in the riverbank of West Sunter, West Kelapa Gading (North Jakarta). Currently, 
an important number of communities are facing serious threats of eviction, including the 
inhabitants living under the highway in North Jakarta, who live in the surrounding area of Ria 
Rio Dam, in Pulo Mas; the residents along the riverbanks on which the Jakarta Canal Project 
is taking place; and the tens of thousands living in the settlements under the high-way.  
 
In this respect, HIC-HLRN and OMCT are particularly concerned about the statement that 
you made at Koran Tempo, 20 December 2003, asserting that Jakarta's population now is 
“overcapacity” and, thus, “enforcing law and order” is needed. However, without any 
adequate alternative plan and compensation-and-rehabilitation scheme, any “law 
enforcement” in the form already demonstrated simply denies Jakarta’s inhabitants their 
basic human rights, violates Indonesian obligations under international law and deepens the 
impoverishment of those affected. 
 
OMCT and HIC-HLRN strongly urge your government to compensate and rehabilitate the 
victims and to consider responsible alternate plans to ensure the well-being of those under 
your renewed threat. Namely, proposed alternative measures like bus services to alleviate 
traffic jams, proper garbage disposal and other services should be seriously taken into 
account, if “order” is indeed an objective. In any of the numerous options potentially 
available, consultation with the affected population is essential to the legitimacy of 
government efforts. 
 
Moreover, HIC-HLRN and OMCT are very concerned by the 2004 annual budget that you 
proposed to local parliament two weeks ago. The programs for “maintaining order and 
security” are undertaken in all five municipalities of Jakarta province, and funded with more 
than 8 billion rupiahs, whereas the construction program of new housing is only implemented 
in four municipalities, with a budget that is 3,38 billion rupiahs. This suggests a tragic 
misplacement of public priorities and seriously puts in question the official rationale to 



conduct eviction, destruction and property confiscation. When the Jakarta authorities will 
spend one rupiah for building, they will have more than two for destruction. 
 
In view of these considerations, OMCT and HIC-HLRN hope that your government will take 
immediate measures to ensure that the human right to adequate housing of Jakarta’s 
impoverished inhabitants is protected and upheld, along with their right to be protected from 
any cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. These obligations arise from 
Indonesia’s ratification of international treaties, including the Convention against Torture and 
other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Article 16), which it ratified on 
27 November 1998, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Article 27.3), which it 
ratified already on 5 October 1990. 
 
OMCT and HIC-HLRN also hope that, in applying the relevant treaty obligations, your 
government’s remedial measures will be accompanied by the provision of adequate 
compensation, reparations and rehabilitation to all the victims. 
 
We thank you in advance for your careful consideration of this serious matter. We also look 
forward to receiving information regarding the measures taken by your government to 
address this situation in accordance with international human rights law. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely,  
 
Habitat International Coalition, Housing & Land Rights Network (HIC-HLRN) 
World Organisation against Torture (OMCT) 
 
 
To:   Mr. Sutiyoso, Governor of Jakarta 

City Hall, Jl. 
Medan Merdeka Selatan No.8–9 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
Tel: +62 (0)21 382–3158, 382–3254 
Fax: +62 (0)21 384–8850, 384–8653 

 
CC: 

• Mrs. Megawati Soekarnoputri, President of the Republic of Indonesia 
Istana Merdeka 
Jakarta 10110, Indonesia 
Fax. +62 (0)21 345–2685, 380–5511, or 526–8726 
Or via President’s Secretary: (Fax) +62 (0)21 344–2223 
Or via TELEX : 44283 BIGRA IA or 44469 DEPLU IA 

• Hamzah Haz, Vice President of the Republic of Indonesia 
Jl. Kebon Sirih No. 14 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
Fax: +62 (0)21 344–7538 

• Japan Bank for International Cooperation (which funds the Jakarta Flood Canal) 4-1, 
Ohtemachi 1-chome 
Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100–8144, Japan 
Tel: +17 (0)3 5218–3101 
Fax: +17 (0)3 5218–3955 
 

 



• Agung Imam Sumanto, Chairman of Jakarta City Council 
Jl. Kebon Sirih 18 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
Fax: +62 (0)21 348–30069 

• Yusuf Kalla, Coordinating Minister of People’s Welfare 
Jl. Medan Merdeka Barat No. 3 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
Tel: +62 (0)21 380–8384, 385–0119 
Fax: +62 (0)21 345–3055 

 
• Susilo Bambang Yudoyono, Coordinating Minister of Politics and Security 

Jl. Medan Merdeka Barat No.15 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
Fax: +62 (0)21 345–0918 

• National Commission for Human Rights 
Jl.Latuharhary No.4B, Menteng 
Jakarta Pusat 10330, Indonesia 
Tel: +62 (0)21 392–5230 
Fax: +62 (0)21 392–5227 

• Minister for Human Rights and Law Affairs 
Jl.Rasuna Said Kav.6–7 
Jakarta Pusat, Indonesia  
Tel: +62 (0)21 525–3889 
Fax: +62 (0)21 525–3095 

• Minister for Human Settlement and Regional Infrastructure 
Jl.Patimura 20 
Kebayoran Baru 
Jaksel, Indonesia 
Tel: +62 (0)21 726–2805 
Fax: +62 (0)21 724–7820, 726–0769 

 
Indonesian Press and TV: 

• Kompas, Fax: +62 (0)21 548–6085, E-mail: redaksi@kompas.com 

• Media Indonesia, Fax: +62 (0)21 581–2102, +62 (0)21 581–2105 

• Jakarta Post, Fax: +62 (0)21 549–2685, 530–6971, E-mail: jktpost2@cbn.net.id 

• Tempo (weekly magazine), Fax: +62 (0)21 392–1947, 315–6331,  
E-mail: redaksi@mail.tempo.co.id 

• Koran Tempo, Fax: +62 (0)21 725–5645 

• Indopos, Fax: +62 (0)21 533–2234 

• Republika, Fax: +62 (0)21 780–0649, 798–3623 

• 68H (Radio), Fax: +62 (0)21 858–2430 

• Detikcom, Fax: +62 (0)21 7658686 

• Metro News, Fax: +62 (0)21 583–02122 

• Metro TV, Fax: +62 (0)21 583–02139 

• RCTI, Fax: +62 (0)21 5327189, 549–3862 

• SCTV, Fax: +62 (0)21 582–5485, 522–0120 



• TPI, Fax: +62 (0)21 8412470, 541–1548 

• Trans TV, Fax: +62 (0)21 791–84558 

• Indosiar TV, Fax: +62 (0)21 567–2221, 565–5653, 567–2223 

• TV 7 (News) , Fax: +62 (0)21 570–5466, 570–8008, 570–5477 

• Lativi, Fax: +62 (0)21 461–6253, 461–6255 

• AN TV, Fax: +62 (0)21 527–7068, 522–9174 
 
 

 


